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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 92-6011562Grant Recipient:  Tlingit Readers, Inc.

Project Title: 

Tlingit Readers, Inc. - Preservation of Historical and
Cultural Landmark

State Funding Requested: $ 100,000 House District: Juneau Areawide (3-4)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
This project will provide funding for historical restoration of the 115 year old St. Nicholas Russian
Orthodox Church which is visited by thousands of visitors every year.  Preservation of this landmark will
provide enhanced viewing for travelers as well as maintain an important part of the cultural history for
not only the Tlingit people but all of Alaska. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $391,664

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Local Funds $100,000 2010

Other $191,664 2010

Total $291,664

Explanation of Other Funds:

Foundations supporting preservation of national historic landmarks. 

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
This project will help fund the restoration of an extremely important landmark, St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church.  Built
in 1893, the structure plays a key role in our state’s history.  The funding will go to a 3rd party for management, and will not
be used in any manner for religious purposes.  The state has recognized the importance of the structure, and in 1976 gave
state support.

St. Nicholas Church is toured by approximately 7,000 to 10,000 tourists per season.  The church is one of the most visited
historic sites in Juneau and was placed on the National Registry of Historic Places in 1974.  It is the oldest continually
functioning Orthodox Church in Southeast Alaska. 

While we know that the St. Nicholas Russian Church was constructed in 1893, the date of construction of the rectory is not
known.  However, judging from its construction, it may predate the church.  These two important buildings, located just two
blocks from Alaska's Capitol Building, are unique in their architecture and significance.  St. Nicholas Church is the only
remaining octagonal Russian Orthodox Church in Alaska and was founded through the initiative of local Tlingit leaders.  It
developed as a key cultural center for all native Southeast residents and continues to be such to this day.       
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The church and rectory need substantial repairs including work to the following areas: foundations, windows, doors, roofs,
electrical wiring, mechanical systems, accessibility and fire protection.  The church foundation is literally sitting on cinder
blocks.  According to the attached National Park Service Assessment Report, the entire foundation needs to be replaced
with a foundation that has adequate seismic bracing, the insulation and vapor barrier must be removed and replaced, the
deteriorated siding needs to be replaced and the exterior repainted, the windows must all be restored, the roof replaced, the
drum, dome and belfry need to repaired to restore deteriorated wood siding and framing and all of the building breakers on
existing branch circuits need to be replaced and all existing electrical services need to be upgraded in order to reduce the
potential for an electrical fire.  A restoration was previously undertaken in 1976 which was partially funded by the State of
Alaska.  

This historical restoration will be managed by Tlingit Readers, Inc., a local organization dedicated to preserving Tlingit
language and culture.  It is critical to protect this valuable historical landmark for the use and enjoyment of future visitors as
well as all Alaskans.  While there was no formal public review process, this is an important priority for all of the above
reasons.

Project Timeline:
Construction estimated to be complete by 2012.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Richard Dauenhauer 
Phone Number:  (907) 586-4708
Address:  3740 North Douglas Highway Juneau, Alaska 99801
Email:  jfrld@uas.alaska.edu

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? Yes X No
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